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 MUMS will be meeting in the fellowship 
hall on Wednesday, February 20th at noon. 
Pastor Joy and Dawn Maselli will be making 
soup.  Please bring a dish to share that will 
go well with soup. 

     Thank you for prayers, cards and the 
mystery gift.  I appreciate it all! 
                               Terry Bolin 
 
     Thank you for all your prayers, cards, 
and calls while I was sick.  I feel blessed to 
have such a wonderful church family.   
                            God bless each one of you. 
                                Love Sue Gallois 

 
The United 
Methodist Women 
will meet Tuesday 
February 5 at 7 pm 
in the fellowship 

hall. Ladies please come join us for 
fellowship and dessert.  

BOOK REVIEW 

Nurturing for Community: 
    Good Health, Good Life by Joyce Meyer. 

     Meeting the 
demands of your busy 
life may leave little 
time for you to focus 
on maintaining your 
personal well-
being.  But it is 
important to 
remember that each 
part of you - mind, 
body and emotions - 

serves a purpose in God's exciting plan for 
your future.  Embracing a healthier lifestyle 
will help you fully experience your life.   
Spiritual Growth: 
   Christ Walk Kids  by Anna Fitch Courie. 
     We know that it is important to start early 

with teaching our 
children the 
importance of 
exercise and healthy 
eating.  Christ Walk 
Kids offers tweens 
and teens a process to 
grow in fitness and 
grow into the full 
stature of 
Christ.  Jump up from 
the couch and start 

your own Christ Walk! 
 
 
 



The Parish Print 
 
 

    It's almost time to begin the registration 
process for the 2019-2020 school year at U 
Are U Preschool.  We currently have 
approximately 17 three year olds attending 
U Are U; and we have a total of 38 spots 
available for our program next year.  This 
leaves approximately 25 openings.  
     Registration for our current students and 
church families will begin on Monday, 
February 4th. If you are interested in 
registering your child, please contact 
Jennifer Fortin via email at 
uareupreschool@gmail.com or phone at 
815-468-6652 to be placed on our 
registration email list. Via email, you will 
receive a link to register online by 8:30 a.m. 
on February 4th.  Included in the registration 
process is a $100 non-refundable 
registration fee that can be paid online or via 
check.  
     On Monday, February 11th registration 
will be open for all children interested in U 
Are U Preschool for next year.  Please be 
sure to register your child no later than 
February 10th if you plan on him or her 
attending here next year.  We can still accept 
applications after the 12th if spots remain 
open, but we can not hold your child's spot 

until this form is submitted and his/her 
registration fee is received.  Last year our 
roster filled within 36 hours of opening to 
the public.   
     If you have any questions regarding 
registration and next year, please feel free to 
ask.  :) 
     Thank you!  Have a great day! 
 

 
Mission Donations at Work 
     The Mission Team would like to thank 
the congregation for their generous 
donations of socks, hats, gloves and scarves.  
Without these donations, many children 
would be unprotected from the bitter cold 
we are experiencing this winter.  The 
children of the Baby Fold and Pembroke 
Schools thank you. 
     This year we also collected $937 from 
our Advent offering.  The money will go to 
UMCOR.  This money will help with 
disaster relief. 
     Once again, “Thank You!” 
 
Susan Turner 
Missions Team, chairman 
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     We have started something new already 
this year! We welcome Jennifer Stawick as 
our new Family Ministry Coordinator! The 
Finance Team and the SPR team have been 
working to make this happen. The Outreach 
Team will work with Jen as she begins 
creating ways for us to reach out to families 
in the community. But every one of us can 
be part of being a welcoming church for 
folks of all ages! 
How can you help? Read on… 
     15 Now if the foot should say, “Because I 
am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” 
it would not for that reason stop being part 
of the body. 16 And if the ear should say, 
“Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to 
the body,” it would not for that reason stop 
being part of the body. 17 If the whole body 
were an eye, where would the sense of 
hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, 
where would the sense of smell be? (1 
Corinthians 12:15-17) 
     These words sound like a comedian, 
making fun of what our bodies would look 
like if we were a mix-match mess of body 
parts! But no, these are the words of the 
Apostle Paul, trying to get people in a 
church in the big city of Corinth to value 
every person’s uniqueness. He even says, 
“those parts of the body that seem to be 
weaker are indispensable.” (v. 22)  
     It’s the task of the church to let every 
person know that they are valued, that each 

one has something unique to offer, from the 
youngest to the oldest, from those with little 
experience or understanding of the Bible to 
those who have read it all their lives! 
Remember, the church exists for this 
purpose: “To make disciples of Jesus 
Christ for the transformation of the 
world.” 
Some have gifts of leadership, reading or 
speaking in front of a group, and some are 
helpers and servers. We have teachers and 
people with gifts for sewing, cooking, fixing 
electrical problems, and hanging out with 
kids. And we have people who are willing to 
do work that is not skilled, but very 
important, like cleaning up messes, moving 
furniture, and being there to unlock the 
doors and make the coffee! I’m grateful for 
them… YOU all! 
     “But in fact God has placed the parts in 
the body, every one of them, just as he 
wanted them to be,” Paul writes.  
     Are you just where God wants you to be? 
Have you got an idea that God is inviting 
you to do something, but not sure how to 
make it happen? Let’s talk!  
     “And yet I will show you the most 
excellent way.” That’s how Paul leads into 
his most well-known chapter, 1 Corinthians 
13, a chapter about love. 
    During February, the “Love Month”, let’s 
be a congregation that shows love by 
BEING LOVE, to every person who walks 
in the doors of our church building—and to 
everyone we meet outside the building too!  
Bless you, Happy Valentine’s Day, and Stay 
Warm!  

Pastor Joy 
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Moments with Miles 
     Well, it’s a quiet 
time, in Manteno 
Illinois, my 
hometown, out there 
amidst the snow 
covered corn and 
bean fields.  For 

several reasons I’m glad we finally got some 
snow.  While many city folk may consider 
snow a nuisance, for those of us in farming 
areas, we know it is a blessing form God.  
Snow on fields provides moisture for the 
soil, and even trace amounts of nitrogen, 
which is why it is sometimes referred to as 
the “poor farmers fertilizer.”  But there are 
other benefits to snow.  Have you ever 
noticed in the spring, when you first mow 
your lawn, how bumpy the ground is?  
That’s because of the frost heave.  When 
moisture in the soil freezes, it expands 
forcing the soil upwards.  A covering of 
snow provides insulation and prevents much 
of that heaving.  Also, soil that is snow 
covered will thaw much quicker in the 
spring allowing for quicker spring flowers.  
Besides all that, it’s just pretty!  So I say, let 
it snow.  (Ice, on the other hand I could well 
do without!) 
     Ground Hog day is coming soon, just 
about a week away as I write this.  It is my 
sad belief that Punxsutawney Phil, 
Woodstock Willie, Staten Island Chuck, and 
General Beauregard Lee, to name just a few, 
will all predict 6 more weeks of winter.  
Based upon my research, a few of those 
weeks are going to have some really bitter 
temperatures, so keep your scarves and 
mittens handy. 

     February is the month of love, partly I’m 
sure because of Valentine’s Day.  While 
there are several Saints named Valentine, 
February 14 is mostly associated with Saint 
Valentine of Rome who was imprisoned for 
performing weddings for soldiers and 
ministering to Christians persecuted by the 
Empire.  According to legend during his 
imprisonment he healed a guard’s daughter 
of blindness and before his execution sent 
her a farewell note signed “Your Valentine.”   
     Several years ago, during a service when 
I was the Praise Band leader, I asked 
everyone to hand write a short note and mail 
it to 5 people in the congregation telling 
them they were thinking about them and 
would say a prayer for them.  My thought 
was it would be a great way to spread a 
feeling of love and fellowship.  Myself, and 
a few did, and the effects were amazing.   
So, I’m going to make the same plea this 
month.  Write (not text or email) a short note 
to 5 people in the congregation letting them 
know you care and will say a prayer for 
them.  You could even do it anonymously 
and sign it “Your Valentine” if you want.  
With so much today that seems to separate 
us, this simple act could be what draws us 
closer together.  And that would be a good 
thing. 
Till next month, my friends… 
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Sun        Mon        Tue         Wed        Thu         Fri         Sat 

 
 

  
 

  1 
 

2 
Groundhog Day 

 
3 
 

4 
Bible Study – 
7pm 

5 
Lunar New 
Year 
 
UMW – 7pm 

6 
Yoga – 9am 
 
Men’s Bible 
Study – 6pm 
 
Outreach – 
7:15pm 
 
No Choir, Bells 

7 
Soccer – 4:30-
7:30 
 
Praise Band – 
6:30pm 

8 
 

9 
 

10 
 

11 
Bible Study – 
7pm 
 
 

12 
 
AD Council – 
7pm 
 
 
 

13 
Yoga – 9am 
 
Men’s Bible 
Study – 6pm 
 
No Choir, Bells 

14 
Valentine’s Day 
 
Ladies Bible 
Study – 9am 
 
Soccer – 4:30-
7:30 
 
Praise Band – 
6:30pm 

15 
 

16 
 

17 

 

18 

President’s Day 
 
Bible Study – 
7pm 
 
 

19 
Parish Print 
Articles Due 
 

20 
Yoga – 9am 
 
MUMS – Noon 
 
Men’s Bible 
Study – 6pm 
 
Choir – 6:30 
Bells – 7:30 

21 
Ladies Bible 
Study – 9am 
 
Soccer – 4:30-
7:30 
 
Praise Band – 
6:30pm 

22 
 
 

23 
 

24 
 

25 
Bible Study – 
7pm 
 
	

26 
 

27 

Yoga – 9am 
 
Men’s Bible 
Study – 6pm 
 
Choir – 6:30 
Bells – 7:30 
	

28 

Ladies Bible 
Study – 9am 
 
Soccer – 4:30-
7:30 
 
Praise Band – 
6:30pm 

	  
 


