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      The United Methodist 

Women will be having a 
chili lunch after the 10:30 
service on March 17th. 

We will be serving chili and dessert. Mark 
your calendar and join us for lunch and 
fellowship. Carry outs will be available also. 
 Our next meeting will be Tuesday March 5 
at 7pm in the fellowship hall. Ladies please 
come join us.  
 

Manteno United 
Methodist Church 
presents...  Internet 
Safety with 
Kankakee County 

State's Attorney Jim Rowe  
     All are invited to hear information about 
keeping our families safe on the internet. 
Wednesday, March 13th at 6:30 pm in the 
sanctuary.  
     Please invite friends and family to attend! 
Childcare will be available, please email 
Jenny Stawick if you need childcare 
at mantenoumcfamily@gmail.com. 
 

     MUMS will 
meet on 
Wednesday, March 
20th, at noon in the 
fellowship hall for 
an "International 
Food Fest."   
Please bring your 

favorite ethnic dish to share.   

     Please join us 
for a Pancake 
Dinner and 
Flashlight Egg 
Hunt! 
Please RSVP so 
we may prepare 
for this fun 
evening. 
Thursday, April 
11, 2019 
6:30 Pancake 
Dinner, Crafts, 

and Pictures with the Easter Bunny 
7:30 Flashlight Egg Hunt (Please bring your 
own flashlight and basket!) 
RSVP on the clipboard or here:   
RSVP Flashlight Easter Egg Hunt and 
Pancake Dinner 
      We need you to fill plastic eggs!  Please 
consider donating filled plastic Easter eggs 
for the Flashlight Easter Egg Hunt.  All 
candy must be wrapped. Please place in the 
plastic bin in the narthex.  Thank you in 
advance for your generosity.  
  

  Mark Your 
Calendar!  Dates are set 
for VBS! 
Roar!  Life is wild, God 
is good! 

June 9th-June 13th 6:00-8:00 pm 
Register now at:  Roar! Manteno UMC VBS 
2019 Registration 
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Chili Dump 
The UMW will be 
hosting a Chili Dump 
following the 10:30 
worship service on 

March 17th.  If you come to the 9:00 a.m. 
service and would like to take some home 
with you we will have carry out.  This 
fundraiser is by donation and is also a great 
time for fellowship with others in the 
congregation.  Plan on joining us on Sunday, 
March 17th for Chili and did I mention 
dessert! 

 
 
 

Cluster Lenten 
Service Schedule, 

2019: 
 
 

Ash Wed., March 6, at 7:00 p.m. at Trinity 
UMC. Preacher: Rev. Lori Holmes  
March 10 at Saint Mark UMC. Preacher: 
Joy Schlesselman 
March 17 at Bradley Wesley. Preacher: 
Amos Dillman 
March 24, at Momence. Preacher: Valerie 
Mezger  
March 31, at Aroma Park. Preacher: 
Miranda Dinges 
April 7: at Caldwell Chapel AME Church. 
Preacher: Alberto Ramirez 
April 14 at Manteno. Preacher: Scott 
Henley  
 Maundy Thursday, April 18 at 6:00, 
including a pot luck dinner, at Grace 
Community UMC. 
 Good Friday, April 19, at 7:00 p.m. at 
Asbury. Preacher: Dalene Kuebler 

BOOK REVIEW 
Nurturing for Community:  Three 
Feathers by Richard Van Camp  

When three young men, 
Flinch, Bryce and Rupert, 
vandalize and disrespect 
their community, they are 
sent by its Elders to live 
nine months on the land as 
part of the circle 
sentencing process.  Once 
there, the young men learn 
to take responsibility for 

their actions and acquire the humility 
required to return home, but will they be 
forgiven for what they've done?  This 
illustrated story explores the power and 
grace of restorative justice in one Northern 
community and the cultural legacy that can 
empower future generations.   
Leadership and Development:  Fresh 
Expressions by Kenneth H. Carter Jr. and 
Audrey Warren 

Join the wave of new 
Methodist churches that 
are emerging to reach 
un-churched and de-
churched people living 
in an increasingly 
nonreligious and multi-
religious culture.  These 
new faith communities 

listen to people and meet them where they 
are on their journey toward Jesus.  They are 
deeply ecumenical without losing their 
distinctiveness because they learn fresh 
ways to communicate their identity through 
faithful discipleship.         
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     The news I hear on TV and the radio is 
that the economy is doing great and people 
have more money.  But, this great news does 
not touch all lives.  Please remember those 
who are homeless and hungry.   
Here are some opportunities for you to help:   

• Pennies for the pantry 
• Bring paper products, canned and 

boxed foods to the church and place 
them in the basket outside the 
sanctuary. 

• Provide items for Fortitude (box 
located in the narthex) 

     The first Wednesday of each month, our 
committee organizes bingo at Manteno 
Springs.  We are in need of volunteers to 
help.  We go from 2:30 pm to approximately 
3:30 pm.  If you are interested in helping, 
please contact Sue Turner at 468-6894. 
 

Sermon Series for Lent 2019: “Peter: Flawed 
But Faithful Disciple” 

(from the book by Adam Hamilton) 
1st Sun. in Lent: March 10: “Jesus’ Pipeline to 
God” Luke 4:1-15; Luke 6:12-16 
2nd Sun. in Lent: March 17: “The Goodness of the 
Lord in the Land of the Living” Luke 13:30-14:6; 
Psalm 27 
3rd Sun. in Lent: March 24: “My Ways Are Not 
Your Ways” Luke 13:10-17; Isaiah 55:1-9 
4th Sun. in Lent: March 31: “The Old Has Become 
New” Luke 15:1-3; 11b-32; 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
5th Sun. in Lent: April 7: “A Way in the 
Wilderness” John 12:1-8; Philippians 3:4b-14; 
Isaiah 43:16-21 
Palm/Passion Sunday: April 14: “The Stones 
Would Shout!” Luke 19:28-40; Psalm 118:1-2; 19-
29 
Easter Sunday, April 21st: SUNRISE SERVICE 
AND BREAKFAST 6:30 a.m.; Contemporary 
Service at 9:00 and Traditional Service at 10:30. 
[Sunrise service will be in the garden if weather 
permits.] 

Moments With 
Miles 

     Well, it’s been 
quite a winter in 
Manteno Illinois, my 

hometown, out there amidst the frozen corn 
and bean fields.  We’ve had some snow, but I 
wouldn’t say an inordinate amount.  What we 
have had are some pretty bitter temperatures.  
And from what I can tell, we have some cold 
days still to come. 
     While driving out in the country lately, I 
noticed a winter wheat field that had at one 
time looked pretty lush.  However, now the 
tops of all the plants are burnt straw colored 
from the harsh frosts we’ve had.  I’ve not seen 
that before.  But I take it as an indication that 
this winter has been a hard one in our area.  I 
hope that farmer’s field recovers.  The Lenten 
season is upon us and Daylight Savings Time 
begins so Spring is coming.  It can’t come too 
soon for me. 
     In Susie’s Book Club they are reading the 
Chip and Joanna Gaines (of TV’s Fixer 
Upper) book The Magnolia Story.  Now, I’ve 
seen and enjoyed the show, so I thought I’d 
also read the book.  It’s an easy read and full 
of interesting and funny stories on how they 
got their start.  But the thing that struck me 
about the book was the repeated reference to 
both of them “trusting in God.”  In fact, they 
attribute their success to having trusted in 
God. 
       It struck me that, with the outcome of the 
recent vote at the Methodist General 
Conference, and the attendant feelings and 
emotions that created, we all need to trust in 
God, more so now than ever.  We must never 
lose sight of the first part of our name – 
United.  We are all God’s children, and we 
need to trust in him.   
     Till next month, my friends… 
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            “Do you 
confess Jesus 
Christ as your 
Savior, put 
your whole 

trust in his grace, and promise to serve him as 
your Lord, in union with the church which 
Christ has opened to people of all ages, nations, 
and races?” 
     This is the membership and baptismal vow I 
have asked every person who has joined the 
churches where I have been pastor. It’s the 
question that comes in the ritual before the 
questions about loyalty to the United Methodist 
Church or to a local congregation. 
     After the vote at General Conference in St. 
Louis, (438 to 384 in favor of the Traditional 
Plan which maintains the language about 
homosexuality that is currently in the Book of 
Discipline) I believe we will need to be very 
intentional about living out that promise to keep 
the doors of the church open wide to all people, 
and to welcome everyone to the table of our 
Lord in Holy Communion. Even within our 
own congregation I know that we have a variety 
of understandings about what the Bible says 
about human sexuality.  
     But I’m pretty sure no one disagrees with 
Jesus’ call to love one another, and to share 
his unconditional and grace-filled love with 
every person on earth, and especially every 
person in our church and our community! 
     I was honored to get to be a hospitality 
volunteer at the Conference, February 23rd to 
26th, and to observe the proceedings. I was 
particularly inspired by the fact that even 
though time is of the essence, the Conference 
began on Saturday with an entire day of prayer! 
Repeatedly I heard the phrase, “Come, Holy 
Spirit.” 
     Some today are feeling that the General 
Conference made the right decision. Others feel 
that this vote will cause a great divide in the 
church that we have proudly called “United”. 

I’m still praying “Come, Holy Spirit,” as we 
look to the future. There are so many important 
issues that we must be addressing in the world, 
and so much suffering on the part of the poor 
and marginalized. But, as the Book of 
Discipline still clearly states, homosexuals are 
individuals of sacred worth. 
     This division in how we understand human 
sexuality could be a moment for us to see how 
important it is to live out Christ’s command to 
love with every person we meet. We love 
because Christ loved us first. This 
commandment is not about judgement, but love. 
I hope that when a lesbian, gay, bisexual, or 
transgender person walks in the door of our 
church, they will meet Jesus in the form of truly 
Christian, caring people like you and me. 
     One last story about my time at General 
Conference. I was a greeter at the door of the 
Dome Convention Center for a few hours each 
morning. Everyone had to pass through security 
outside and it was cold! My job was to welcome 
each one, including people who spoke a variety 
of languages. I hope when they didn’t 
understand my words, they still felt welcome by 
my smile and greeting! One man walked in the 
door holding his hands together and shivering! I 
said, “Where are your gloves?” He said they 
gave him some but they were too small. So I 
offered to give him my extra pair of gloves if he 
met me there at the break. Sure enough, I gave 
David, a delegate from East Africa some 
gloves… and I hope they will keep him warm 
as he travels the very long distance home. 
     Even though we are struggling with big 
disagreements right now, I am grateful that 
through the church I was able to make a 
connection with someone on the other side of 
the world, who like me is seeking to live a life 
that follows in the footsteps of Jesus. 
 

Prayerfully, Joy 
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Sun        Mon        Tue         Wed        Thu         Fri         Sat 
 
 

    1 2 

3 
 

4 
Bible Study – 
7pm 

5 
 

6 Ash 

Wednesday 
 
Lenten Service 
– 7:30 – Trinity 
 
Yoga – 9am 
 
Men’s Bible 
Study – 6pm 
 
No Choir, Bells  
 

7 
Ladies Bible 
Study – 9am 
 
Soccer – 4:30-
7:30 
 
Praise Band – 
6:30pm 

8 
 

9 
 

10 
Daylight Saving 
Time Begins 
 
Lenten Service 
– 7:30 – St. 
Mark 
 

11 
Bible Study – 
7pm 
 
 

12 
AD Council– 
7pm 
 
 
 
 

13Yoga – 9am 
Men’s Bible 
Study – 6pm 
 
Internet Safety 
– 6:30pm 
 
No Choir, Bells 

14 
Ladies Bible 
Study – 9am 
 
Soccer – 4:30-
7:30 
 
Praise Band – 
6:30pm 

15 
 

16 
 

17 

Chili Dump – 
11:30 
 
St. Patrick’s 
Day 
 
Lenten Service 
– 7:30 – Bradley 
Wesley 
 

18 

Bible Study – 
7pm 
 
 

19 
 
 
 

20Yoga – 9am 
MUMS – Noon 
 
Men’s Bible 
Study – 6pm 
 
URU Board – 
7pm 
 
Choir – 6:30 
Bells – 7:30 

21 
Holi 
 
Ladies Bible 
Study – 9am 
 
Soccer – 4:30-
7:30 
 
Praise Band – 
6:30pm 

22 
 
 

23 
 

24 
Lenten Service 
– 7:30 – 
Momence 

 

25 
Bible Study – 
7pm 

 

26 
	

27  

Yoga – 9am 
 
Men’s Bible 
Study – 6pm 
 
Outreach – 7:15 
 
Choir – 6:30 
Bells – 7:30 
	

28  

Ladies Bible 
Study – 9am 
 
Praise Band – 
6:30pm 
	

29 
	

30 
 

31 
Lenten Service 
– 7:30 – Aroma 
Park 

 
 

     


