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 United 

Methodist 
Women 

will be 
hosting the 

Vermilion 
River District  Annual Spring meeting at our 
church on April 27. Women from all over 
our district will gather for a day of 
fellowship. We will begin with a continental 
breakfast at 8:30 am.The main speaker for 
the morning is Dawn Broers who is head of 
Fortitude. This is a local organization and is 
one of the missions that we support. 
Representatives from Babyfold, 
Cunningham Children's Home and Lessie 
Bates Davis Neighborhood House will also 
give reports. Lunch will also be served. 
      The fee for the day is $9.00. 
Reservations must be in by April 17. Please 
call the office or contact Marty Howard to 
make a reservation. All ladies are invited to 
come that day. Let's have a big turnout from 
our church! 
     Thank you to everyone who gave to our 
Chili Dump. This helps with our mission 
work. We recently gave to the Purple 
Panther Fund at the school district to help 2 
children that were in need of some clothes. 
      Our Ladies Spring Banquet will be May 
7. Watch for tickets to go on sale soon. 
      The next meeting will be April 2 at 7 
pm. We invite all the ladies of the church to 
join us for fellowship and dessert!!  
 
 

Join us 
during Holy 
Week (April 
15-19) at 6:30 
a.m. each 

morning for a short devotion and 
Continental breakfast.  We meet in the 
narthex.  It is a wonderful way to prepare for 
Easter.   

Cluster Lenten Services 
continue with 
April 7 at 

Caldwell 
Chapel AME 

Church, 
Preacher:  Alberto Ramirez, April14 at 
Manteno, Preacher Scott Henley.  Maundy 
Thursday, April 18 at 6:00 p.m. at Grace 
Community UMC Bourbonnais with a 
potluck.  Good Friday, April 19, at 7 p.m. at 
Kankakee Asbury, Preacher, Dalene 
Kuebler. 

 
Interfaith Crosswalk 
On Good Friday, April 19th 
the crosswalk will start at 
10:00 a.m at the Manteno 
Nazarene church, then to the 
Christian Church, then the 

Baptist church, Manteno UMC, St. Joseph 
Catholic church, to the Presbyterian church 
for the conclusion and a light meal of bread 
and soup. 
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Lenten Offering 
     This year, our 
Lenten Offering will 
be split between two 

organizations.  
UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on 
Relief) is a global ministry. Here is their 
mission: 
Founded in 1940, the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief (UMCOR) is the 
global humanitarian aid organization of the 
United Methodist Church. UMCOR is 
working in more than 80 countries 
worldwide, including the United States. Our 
mission, grounded in the teachings of Jesus, 
is to alleviate human suffering - whether 
caused by war, conflict or natural disaster, 
with open hearts and minds to all people. 
UMCOR responds to natural or civil 
disasters that are interruptions of such 
magnitude that they overwhelm a 
community's ability to recover on its own. 
UMCOR works through programs that 
address hunger, poverty, sustainable 
agriculture, international and domestic 
emergencies, refugee and immigrant 
concerns, global health issues, and 
transitional development. 
 The other half of our offering will go 
to ACOM (Agape Community Outreach 
Mission) which is run through Asbury 
United Methodist Church in Kankakee.  It is 
a not for profit organization that’s mission is 
to help the homeless and needy in the 
Kankakee area.  They have also started a 
Food Pantry on Saturdays. 
 If you have an envelope box, you will 
find an envelope marked, Lenten Offering.  
It is dated as March 13.  There are also 
envelopes at the end of the pews labeled 

“Easter Offering”.  Either envelope can be 
used for your donation. Please prayerfully 
consider donating to these missions of the 
Methodist Church. 

 
We are collecting items 
for Cunningham, Lessie 
Bates and the Babyfold 
for the district meeting 
April 27. This is a list of 

items needed. 
 *Cunningham: Men's body wash, gift cards. 
 *Lessie Bates: Feminine hygiene products, 
throw away razors. 
*Babyfold: Diapers size 4,5,6, baby wipes, 
gift cards. 
     There will be a box under the mantle for 
these items. If you would like to donate 
money for us to purchase gift cards, give it 
to the office or Sue Turner. 
Thank You!!!!  
 
New Donation 

Link 

https://www.aplos.com/aws/give/MantenoU
nitedMethodistChurch/general 
 

 
Blood Drive 
Wednesday 

May 1 
2-6 pm in the 

Fellowship Hall 
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Leadership and Development: Eleanor--A 
Spiritual Biography by Harold Ivan Smith. 

     More than fifty years 
after her death, Eleanor 
Roosevelt is re-membered 
as a formidable First Lady 
and tireless social 
activist.  Often overlooked, 
however, is her deep and 
inclusive spirituality.  Her 

personal faith was focused on Jesus and 
fueled her commitment to civil rights, 
women's rights and the rights of all people 
marginalized in American 
society.  Eleanor:  A Spiritual Biography 
provides insight into one of America's most 
famous women, particularly the spiritual 
influences that made her so active in social 
justice issues. 
Spiritual Growth:  The Soulmaking 
Room  by Dee Dee Risher. 

     In this personal story, 
Dee Dee Risher weaves 
experiences from her life 
with the biblical story of the 
prophet Elisha and the 

Shunammite 
woman.  Risher is 
captivated by this spiritually 

attuned, generous, hospitable, honest and 
bold woman.  The woman from Shunem 
extends radical hospitality to the prophet, 
expecting no reward.  But when disaster 
strikes, she does not hesitate to hold Elisha 
accountable or talk back.  Discover how 
life's best and worst times can shape you 
into your most authentic self. 

Tuesday May 7, 2019 
Fellowship Hall - Gathering at 6 pm Dinner 

at 6:30pm 
Tickets $20 

Tickets will go on sale March 31 
Entertainment - Pat's Simply Hats 

 
 
MUM's will be 
meeting in the 
fellowship hall 
on Wednesday, 
April 17th for an 

"Easter 
Brunch."  Please 
bring a dish to 
share and a dollar 

to cover the cost of the meat. 
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LOVE WINS! That’s what Easter is all 
about. And how we need to hear it right 
now! When you look out the window and 
still see brown lawns, you know that spring 
will indeed come—really! In the same way, 
our faith says that despite the evidence of 
sickness, death and fear around us and in our 
lives, life will still come forth. When Jesus 
died an agonizing death on the cross, the 
disciples seem to have forgotten his 
promise, that he would rise again after 3 
days. Their hope got lost in their despair. 
Brennan Manning wrote that “the 
resurrection needs to be experienced as 
present risenness.” (Quoted in A Guide to 
Prayer for All Who Seek God, ©2006, 
Upper Room Books.)  
How does your daily life express your hope 
that Jesus’ resurrection can actually be 
experienced in “present risenness”? I do feel 
sometimes like it’s easy to get discouraged 
and anxious about the bad things that are 
happening in our world. The Christian 
message is not just a word of encouragement 
to “keep your chin up.” Our whole calendar 
as Christians is oriented around Sundays 
because the central truth of Christ’s 
resurrection on Sunday morning makes all 
the difference! That truth is that God’s 
power of love is actually greater than the 

power of death and evil—it is greater than 
the way things look sometimes, when our 
problems overwhelm us. 
How does it make a difference for you? Can 
you claim this amazing truth that LOVE 
WINS?  
And why should we, as Christians, be 
concerned to get this message out? Because 
the need is so great, and the loss, fear, and 
death people face every day can make us 
think all is lost. But love makes all the 
difference. Think of someone you know 
who needs to know this amazing message: 
“Yet God’s greatness is not the most 
awesome discovery. The most awesome is: 
that the God of 150-billion-plus galaxies 
cares about me, about you, grains of sand on 
an endless seashore. The God of this vast 
universe loves us with an infinite love.” – E. 
Glenn Hinson, quoted in A Guide to Prayer 
for All Who Seek God, ©2006, Upper 
Room Books. 
 As you read this newsletter and notice 
events that are coming up in our church and 
community, I invite you to look for ways 
that you can participate in something that 
gets the message of hope out—in activities, 
opportunities to give of yourself and your 
resources, and jump in to be a part of it all! 
Happy Easter! Rev. Joy 
P. S. One way that church members are 
living out the Resurrection is by intercessory 
prayer through our prayer chain. If you’re 
interested in being a part of this vital 
ministry, your name can be added to a call 
list so you can pray for people by name and 
need. Contact Sue Gallois at the church 
office if you would like to start receiving the 
calls and praying. 
Happy Easter!                                   Rev. Joy 
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Moments with Miles 
     Well, it’s been a quiet 
month in Manteno, 
Illinois, my hometown, 
out there amidst the still 
barren but rapidly 
warming corn and bean 
fields.  Spring is really 

coming, folks, the Robins have returned and 
my tulips have started to poke up out of the 
chilly ground!  Yay!  Trust me, it won’t be 
long before the first dandelion rears its 
golden head.  Farmers have no doubt begun 
to plan for the spring planting.  And sooner 
than you think, green will replace the dull 
monochrome of winter.  It’s and exciting 
time.  Just the last week I started my tomato 
plants in my basement; a special seed I 
ordered after much research pouring through 
numerous seed catalogs.  We’ll see how my 
horticultural endeavors turn out. 
    Speaking of endeavors, there has been 
another quest of mine that seems to have 
finally been accomplished.  As you all 
know, I attempt to run the soundboard for 
both of our services.  It’s been a struggle 
since I have never been trained in sound 
tech.  Everything I’ve done has been by 
experiment and trial and error.  Judging by 
the unfavorable comments I’ve heard about, 
my efforts have not been very successful.  It 
seems people were having trouble 
hearing/understanding the pastor.  It’s been 
frustrating for me, so much so that at one 
point I actually wrote a letter quitting my job 
in the church.  I didn’t, and that’s a good 
thing because good luck or, as I prefer to 
think about it, God provided the solution. 
      I attended the first Lenten Service, 
something I usually don’t do, where our dear 

Rev. Joy preached at St. Mark.  After the 
service while everyone else was greeting the 
pastors as they exited, I snuck up to the loft 
where the soundman was running the 
service.  I spoke to him about the settings he 
used for Rev. Joy.  He showed them to me 
and I took a picture with my cell phone.  
Next Sunday, I duplicated those setting on 
our soundboard, and lo and behold…it’s was 
better!  I don’t know what prompted me to 
attend that Lenten Service, probably God, 
but I’m sure glad I did. 
     For me, this proves that quitting because 
you are frustrated with a situation is not 
always the best option.  Often it just takes 
time, and God, before a solution is 
discovered and achieved.  As Rev. Joy 
preached recently: our ways are not God’s 
ways.  I believe it’s the same thing with the 
controversial vote that was taken by our 
General Conference.  Many people are 
unhappy and troubled with the outcome and 
that’s understandable.  If you think about it, 
it was a lose – lose situation.  No matter how 
the vote turned out, someone was going to 
be unhappy.  And I’ve even heard about 
some people thinking about quitting the 
church because of it.  That makes me sad, 
because as I’ve recently found out, if you 
don’t quit, in time, God eventually provides 
a solution.  We speak a lot about trusting in 
God; maybe we should actually do that. 
     Have a blessed Easter my friends.  Till 
next time, that’s Moments With Miles in 
Manteno, Illinois, where you can see from 
horizon to horizon, and all of our hills are 
called overpasses. 
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Sun        Mon        Tue         Wed        Thu         Fri         Sat 

 
 

1 
April Fools’ 
Day 
 
Bible Study – 
7pm 

2 
UMW – 7pm 
 

3 
Yoga – 9am 
 
Men’s Bible 
Study – 6pm 
 
Choir – 6:30 
Bells – 7:30 

4 
Ladies Bible 
Study – 9am 
 
Praise Band – 
6:30pm 

5 
 

6 
 
 

7 
Lenten Service 
– Caldwell - 
6:30pm 

8 
Bible Study – 
7pm 

9 
AD Council – 
7pm 

10 
Yoga – 9am 
 
Men’s Bible 
Study – 6pm 
 
Choir – 6:30 
Bells – 7:30 

11 
Ladies Bible 
Study – 9am 
 
Pancake Dinner 
–6:30pm 
 
Easter Egg hunt 
– 7:30pm 
 
Praise Band – 
6:30pm 

12 
 

13 
 

14 
Palm Sunday 
 
Lenten Service 
– Here - 6:30pm 

15 
Holy Week 
Devotions – 
6:30am 
 
Tax Day 
 
Bible Study – 
7pm 
 
 

16 
Holy Week 
Devotions – 
6:30am 
 
 
 
 

17 
Holy Week 
Devotions – 
6:30am 
 
MUMS - Noon 
 
Yoga – 9am 
 
Men’s Bible 
Study – 6pm 
 
Choir – 6:30 
Bells – 7:30 

18 
Holy Week 
Devotions – 
6:30am 
 
Maundy 
Thursday @ 
Bour. Grace – 
6pm 
 
Ladies Bible 
Study – 9am 
 
Praise Band – 
6:30pm 

19 
Holy Week 
Devotions – 
6:30am 
 
Interfaith Cross 
Walk – 10am 
 
Good Friday @ 
Asbury – 7pm 
  

20 
Passover 

21 

Easter 
Sunrise – 
6:30am 
Contemporary 
– 9am 
Traditional – 
10:30 

22 

Earth Day 
 
Bible Study – 
7pm 
 
 

23 
 
 
 

24 
Yoga – 9am 
 
Men’s Bible 
Study – 6pm 
 
Choir – 6:30 
Bells – 7:30 

25 
Ladies Bible 
Study – 9am 
 
Praise Band – 
6:30pm 

26 
 
 

27 
UMW Spring 
Gathering – 
9am 
 
KVT play – 
7pm 

28 
Orthodox	
Easter	
	
Impact	Parent	
Prog.	–	1-4pm	

29 

Bible Study – 
7pm 

30  	 	  


