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      The United Methodist Women would 
like to thank everyone for their generous 
Christmas donations for Cunningham 
Children's Home. We collected over $500. 
     We are making a quilt for Cunningham 
again this year. This one will be for a boy. If 
anyone sews and would like to help us, the 
squares can be picked up in the church 
office.  
     There will not be a meeting in January. 
Our next meeting will be Tuesday February 
5 at 7pm in the fellowship hall.   
     Ladies, please come join us. 
 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
     The MUMS Group (Manteno United 
Methodist Seniors) will be meeting for lunch 
at Mayberrys on January 16th at noon.  Our 
hosts this month are Doug and Lolly Bolin. 
 
 

 
 
The Manteno UMW 
sends birthday cards 
and cupcakes to the 
Indian Oak 
Students.  Here are a 

few of the Thank You’s we have received: 
 
     Thank you for the cake for my 
birthday.  I am so happy because I always 
wanted to have my good birthday with good 
people's so Thank you! 
     CF 
 
      Thank you for thinking of me.  Thank 
you for the cupcakes.  I really appericate 
you guys because there was a time when I 
didn't get to celebrate my birthday. 
     Sincerly, Naomi 
     P.S. Have a great birthday when yours 
comes. 
 
     THANK YOU SO MUCH for taking the 
time and money out of your pockets to send 
my class cupcakes to celebrate my BIG 10!! 
     Danielle 
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     The United Methodist Women's Library 
is located in the hallway off the 
narthex.  There are many wonderful books 
that anyone may check out and read.  If you 
want to be a part of the UMW reading 
program there is a sheet on the shelf 
explaining the requirements of the 
program.  There are five categories 
(Education for Mission, Leadership 
Development, Nurturing for Community, 
Social Action and Spiritual Growth.)  Here 
is a review of a couple of the books: 
 
Social Action:  PUSHOUT by Monique W. 
Morris. 

     Despite increased 
attention to the mass 
and over-incarceration 
of black men, the plight 
of criminalized black 
women and girls is 
overlooked, under 
reported and under 
analyzed.  Pushout 
shows how even with 

obstacles, stigmas, stereotypes and despair, 
black girls still find ways to breathe 
remarkable dignity into their lives in 
classrooms, juvenile facilities and beyond, 
and challenges the rest of us to do the same. 
 
Leadership Developement:  Stick Up For 
Yourself! by Gershen Kaufman, Lev 
Raphael, and Pamela Espeland. 
     In simple words and real-life examples, 
this book shows kids how to stick up for 

themselves with other kids, big sisters and 
brothers and even parents 
and teachers.  It gives 
examples of things you 
can say without putting 
people down and things 
you can do without 
getting into 
trouble.  You'll also learn 
about yourself and what's 
important to you, as well 

as positive ways to deal with strong feelings 
like anger, fear, jealousy and shame.  And 
you'll discover simple ways to "store" 
happiness and pride for time when you need 
them most. 
Moments with Miles 
     Well, it’s been pretty busy in 
Manteno, Illinois, my hometown, out 
there amidst the non-snow covered 
corn and bean fields.  As I said last 
month, I really don’t have any idea 
what kind of winter it’s going to be.  
So far, not too bad.  Of course, I want 
snow, the more the better.  While snow 
may be an annoyance to us city and 
town dwellers, it is a blessing to the 
farmers.  Snow adds moisture and 
nitrogen to the soil and that’s a good 
thing.  Snow is fondly known as the 
“poor farmer’s fertilizer.”  So I say: 
“Let it snow!” 
     From this poor author to each of 
you: May the New Year bring you 
blessings undreamed and happiness in 
abundance.    
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   Your Trustees were busy again in 
2018.  They have looked after and 
maintained all the church properties – the 
church building, parsonage, rental property, 
and storage garage.  Aside from annual 
required inspections and services, listed 
below are completed maintenance projects. 

Snowplowing 
*Solved drain odor problem 
Repaired boiler room motor 
*Replaced exit and emergency lights 
Replaced motor on a rooftop unit 
*Cleaned furnace and boiler rooms 
*Fixed leak in basement drain 
*Replaced shelving in paint closet 
*Replaced kitchen faucet 
*Revamped old chalkboard to dry erase 
board 
*Caulked parsonage basement floor 
*Purchased new kitchen chairs & round 
tables 
*Sold old round tables 
*Purchased new bus battery 
*Asked AT&T to repair damaged alley 
phone line 
*Fixed damaged access to electric in parking 
lot 
*Repaired URU office door latch 
*Replaced faucet in URU classroom 
*Replaced doorstops in office & kitchen 
*Replaced choir room thermostat 
*Spring yard cleanup 
*Installed new seal on a toilet 
Trimmed west maple tree 
Mulched church garden 

Narthex AC repair 
*Repaired narthex clock 
*Installed east door doorbell 
*Repaired kitchen 
*Cleaned drain of the drinking fountain 
*Repaired narthex clock 
*Replaced furnace filters 
*Painted canopy over rooftop HVAC units 
*Updated classroom bathrooms 
*Inspected playground equipment 
*Scrubbed all carpets in the education wing 
*Extended AC rooftop drains 
*Power washed church siding 
*Sold the church bus 
*Installed a new light fixture in H.S. 
classroom 
*Repaired trim on arched front window 
Cleaned all exterior windows inside & out 
Replaced light bulbs in parking lot light pole 
Installed new engraved pavers in the church 
garden 
Seasonal maintenance on heating system 
Installed emergency phone in the elevator 
*Repaired light fixture at west entrance 
*Repaired vinyl trim 
*Lawn mowing 
*Landscape and garden maintenance 
        ( *Denotes work done by volunteers ) 
 
      There is always more to do.  Thanks to 
volunteer help, Trustees were again able to 
finish the year under budget.  Thank you to 
all who sacrificed their time and shared their 
talents to maintain the Manteno United 
Methodist Church facilities. 
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“Closer to Heaven” 
by Pastor Joy Schlesselman 

 
“Tis the week after Christmas, it’s time to relax! 
No more last minute shopping or presents to wrap. 
Time to think of the meaning of the holiday past, 
And get ready for a new year, it happens so fast! 

 
Have you made resolutions?  Do you hold your hopes high?  
Will you plan and set goals ‘ere the New Year goes by? 
What gifts do you think 2019 will bring? 
What service will you do to make someone sing? 

 
Let’s think of the choices we’ll each have to make, 
Will we continue to give when the world says to take? 
Will we try to be good though the carols are quiet? 
Will we reach out and serve, or just go on a diet? 

 
Remember, this season something new has been born. 
When questions or problems make you feel torn, 
Turn to the Christ who now lives in your heart, 
We’re forgiven by grace and we have a new start! 

 
We need never be sad with the January blues. 
With love in your heart there is always Good News! 
Touch someone’s life with the love you’ve been given, 
And all this New Year you’ll be closer to heaven! 
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Sun        Mon        Tue         Wed        Thu         Fri         Sat 

 
 

 1 
New Year’s Day 

2 
Yoga – 9am 
 
Men’s Bible 
Study – 6pm 
 
No Choir or 
Bells 

3 
Ladies Bible 
Study – 9am 
 
Praise Band – 
6:30pm 

4 
 

5 
 
 

6 
Epiphany 
Sunday 
 
Unhanging of 
the Greens – 
between and 
after services 

7 
Finance Team – 
6pm 
 
Ad Council – 
7pm 
 
Bible Study – 
7pm 

8 
 

9 
Yoga – 9am 
 
Men’s Bible 
Study – 6pm 
 
Outreach Team 
– 7:17pm 
 
Choir – 6:30 
Bells – 7:30 

10 
Ladies Bible 
Study – 9am 
 
Praise Band – 
6:30pm 

11 
 

12 
 

13 
 

14 
Bible Study – 
7pm 
 
 

15 
 
 
 
 
 

16 
Yoga – 9am 
MUMS @ 
Mayberrys – 
Noon 
 
Men’s Bible 
Study – 6pm 
 
Choir – 6:30 
Bells – 7:30 

17 
Ladies Bible 
Study – 9am 
 
Praise Band – 
6:30pm 

18 
 

19 
 

20 

 

21 

Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day 
 
Bible Study – 
7pm 
 
 

22 
Articles Due for 
Parish Print 
 
Worship Team 
– 7pm 

23 
Yoga – 9am 
 
Men’s Bible 
Study – 6pm 
 
Choir – 6:30 
Bells – 7:30 

24 
Dist. UMW – 
8:30am 
 
Ladies Bible 
Study – 9am 
 
Praise Band – 
6:30pm 

25 
 
 

26 
 

27 
 

28 
Bible Study – 
7pm 
 
	

29 
 

30 

Yoga – 9am 
 
Men’s Bible 
Study – 6pm 
 
Choir – 6:30 
Bells – 7:30 
	

31 

Snow Date for 
Dist. UMW – 
8:30am 
 
Ladies Bible 
Study – 9am 
 
Praise Band – 
6:30pm 
 

	  
 


